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claims admitted; and other people can only require
of them to show their credentials. But when no '
claim is set up to any peculiar gift, but we are told
that all of us are as capable as the prophet of seeing
what he sees, feeling what he feels, nay, that we
actually do so, and when the utmost effort of which
we are capable fails to make us aware of what we are
told we perceive, this supposed universal faculty of
intuition is but

" The dark lantern of the Spirit
Which none see by but those who bear it:"

and the bearers may fairly be asked to consider
whether it is not more likely that they are mistaken
as to the origin of an impression in their minds, than
that others are ignorant of the very existence of an
impression in theirs.

The inconclusiveness, in a speculative point of
view, of all arguments from the subjective notion of
Deity to its objective reality, was well seen by
Kant, the most discriminating of the a priori
metaphysicians, who always kept the two questions,
the origin, and composition of our. ideas, and the
reality of the corresponding objects, perfectly dis-
tinct.' According to Kant the idea of the Deity
is native to the mind, in the sense that it is con-
structed by the mind's own laws and not derived
from without: but this Idea of Speculative Eeason
cannot be shown by any logical process or perceived
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